How to Build an Essay

A standard essay follows a five-paragraph structure: 

· One paragraph for the introduction

· Three (or more) paragraphs for the body

· One paragraph for the conclusion  

The introduction is your opportunity to grab the reader’s attention with a unique hook and to reveal a solid thesis statement, showing the overall focus of your paper.  Creative opening hooks might include a colorful description, an anecdote, a question, a definition, some dialogue, a startling fact or statistic, a relevant joke, a general statement that leads to your specific topic, or the opposite—a specific example that leads to a general statement.  The point is to capture your audience in the first couple of sentences as you lead into the thesis statement.
This thesis serves as a clear, concise statement to express the main idea of your paper. An excellent thesis lays a natural foundation for the supporting evidence and explanation to follow.  While reminding you of the purpose for the project, it also serves as a guide for your readers.  Depending up the type of writing, your goal will be to inform or to persuade your audience, focusing their attention on what makes your approach significant or unique.
After the introduction, the next three paragraphs make up the body of your essay. Here’s where you’ll blend in all of those interesting details: facts, examples, quotes, anecdotes, supporting evidence, and more. Of course, remember that each paragraph within the body opens with a topic sentence—a solid idea that is carried on throughout that paragraph—yet it also points back to support and build your original thesis statement. As you move from paragraph to paragraph, you carry along this main idea of your essay, building and developing the thesis. 

Finally, the last paragraph, known as the conclusion, sums up all of your ideas from the essay. You may consider summarizing your main points or re-emphasizing the thesis to give it that final twist.  However, you don’t want to introduce a brand new point that should have been developed in the body of the paper.  Instead, add a final “clincher” for a thought-provoking grand finale.  One approach is to add a subtle reference back to the introduction. This does not mean to simply cut-and-paste a chunk from your introduction!  You can creatively refer back to your opening hook, reminding readers where the essay began. 
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