Descriptive Details
…Great descriptive writing charges the imagination, leaving a strong, clear impression of a feeling or emotion.  Vivid description creates an impression by setting a tone through sensory details and descriptive images.  Every detail and description is relevant and useful in developing this purpose…. 

A good writer sets the scene by showing the reader, rather than simply telling.  While most essays include a thesis almost immediately to expose the main idea or direction of the paper, the descriptive essay is different in that the thesis is implied.  All the details and imagery build the point rather than explicitly or blatantly dumping the main idea onto the reader.  Careful progression and development of a scene, experience, or person gradually builds a clear, vivid impression, revealing this main idea or impression by the end. Thoughtful writers learn to weave this feeling or emotion throughout the descriptive essay with figurative language, such as similes, metaphors, and personification, as well as comparisons to other related people or places.  Colorful writers also connect with the reader through sensory details; these details appeal to the five senses of taste, touch, smell, sight, and sound…  

Descriptive writing always has a point.  The more clearly you capture a scene or experience, the easier it is to connect with your audience.  Any details you choose must be specific and concrete, rather than fuzzy and lifeless.  This does not mean you’ll describe everything; just give your readers the information they need.  Build the experience.  Create a sharp image.  As you write, ask yourself…

· What do my readers need to know?

· What is relevant and significant?

· How do these details add to the impression I want to leave?

· How can I connect with my audience’s knowledge or experiences to what I have to share?

Strong descriptive writing answers specific questions to help the reader visualize a situation or experience.  The key here is to make the details as vivid and real as possible in order to connect with your readers and make a lasting impression…
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