Sandwich a Paragraph
From the outside, a paragraph looks a lot like a sandwich. Each paragraph should have an opening topic sentence, supporting sentences in the middle to explain and to develop the main idea, and a final, closing sentence to tie everything together. The beginning and end of a paragraph is like the bread, and everything in between is like the ham, cheese, lettuce, tomato, and mayo. A paragraph makes a neat package, but without one of the key ingredients, it’s like a sandwich gone wrong. 

At this point, you might be thinking, I don’t like tomatoes in my sandwich. Maybe not, but that’s what makes each person’s “sandwich” unique. Specific details, examples, or explanations within each paragraph give a special flavor or twist to add to your main idea. Your explanation and choice of details will be different than the next writer’s, even though you both may be writing on the same topic. 

What’s important to remember is that each sentence (or “ingredient”) within the paragraph should form a complete thought. Each sentence must include both a subject and a verb. (I’m assuming that you know how to write a complete sentence, although writers of all ages and abilities struggle at times with writing smooth sentences.) Sometimes, one of the basic parts of a sentence is missing, which makes a fragment. At other times, my students have gone a little too long, creating a run-on sentence. Whether or not you’ve learned about these sentence problems – don’t worry! We’ll cover all of these over time throughout the semester...
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