Tips to Improve the Creative Story

   1.  Appeal to your readers by building one main idea or emotion.

If you’ve ever been entranced as you listen to a story—maybe from a favorite uncle or grandpa—there were certain elements that kept your interest.  For starters, that person had a main idea or point to share. Maybe it was a sense of adventure, danger, or accomplishment, or maybe it was a feeling of fear, anger, excitement, or joy.  Whatever the idea or emotion, your uncle used it to connect with you, his audience.  Although you wouldn’t have experienced his exact situation, you were probably engrossed in what he was saying.  You connected with his story because of your own experiences with that idea or emotion.  

2. Capture your main idea through relevant action.

So how do strong story-tellers do that?  Action.  They don’t add random details, though; they think about what is relevant to the story.  As authors William Strunk and E.B. White explain in The Elements of Style, this is the skill of showing, rather than telling.  Instead of an author writing about how she was “so excited” to try out her new sled on the huge hill near her house, she might build the action.  She’ll show us, for instance, how it feels to zip down the hill, swooshing along the icy, white ground as her breath catches in the back of her throat.   She shows us her excitement, her enthusiasm as she experiences the ride on her sled.  In creating your own story, which active details will develop your point?  This question leads to our next principle:

3. Create believable characters that speak and act realistically in your story.

In order for the action to happen naturally, readers must see believable characters.  This doesn’t mean that you should immediately describe the character’s outward appearance.  Instead, let the person’s actions show us his personality.  To get you started, what is this person like?  What are his or her interests?  How does she feel about school?  Does this person make friends easily, or would he be more comfortable if someone else started the conversation?  Does he get angry at little things, or does he patiently help his brother pick up the broken Lego set?  Show your main character interacting with others in the story, which will help your readers understand this individual and why he thinks and acts in certain ways.    

For more detailed narrative tips and examples of plot, setting, characters, point of view, and themes, see Chapter 3, “Narrative Writing,” in Inspire! Motivating Lessons for Teen Writers, by Danielle Lee.

